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“Generation Winter” in SalzburgerLand:
Winter sports, wholesome delights and this year’s innovations and news

The love for the cold season and a passion for alpine winter sports are passed down from one generation to the next, and this holds true in SalzburgerLand for both locals and visitors alike. Snow-covered valleys and forests, meticulously groomed slopes and cross-country trails, cool terrain parks, rustic mountain huts and cosy chalets captivate the entire family. For generations, SalzburgerLand has been a haven for winter sports enthusiasts and snow aficionados. Beyond the picturesque landscapes, it’s also the exciting innovations and new attractions that make SalzburgerLand a top winter destination.

· Perfect winter sports conditions for all generations
SalzburgerLand boasts a rich tradition in winter sports, being considered the cradle of alpine skiing and a continuous pioneer in innovation. The season in SalzburgerLand starts early and ends late: glacier lifts on the Kitzsteinhorn in Kaprun are already operational in October, with winter extending until early summer. In other ski regions like Obertauern and the Wildkogel Arena, the season lasts until the end of April. Meticulously groomed slopes, state-of-the-art cable cars and lift facilities and breathtaking mountain panoramas captivate winter sports enthusiasts from around the world. They appreciate the offerings of 21 ski regions in 70 winter sports resorts, boasting about 2,000 kilometres of slopes. Snow and terrain parks in 30 locations, rustic mountain huts, modern alpine restaurants and Austria’s largest ski association, Ski amadé, ensure both enjoyment and athleticism to the highest degree. There are plenty of superlatives to mention, such as the world’s longest fun slope or Austria’s best superpipe.
· The digital “SalzburgerLand Ski Atlas” provides a comprehensive overview of all information related to ski resorts in SalzburgerLand. Each ski region offers up-to-date data on snow depths, open lifts, webcams and more.
· The SuperSkiCard covers 2,840 kilometres of slopes in 89 ski resorts. Thanks to three glacier ski areas, the ski season extends from 5 October 2024 to 1 May 2025. The SuperSkiCard is available as the SuperSkiCard Premium, a flexible pass or a ski pass for adults, teenagers and children, valid for SalzburgerLand and adjacent major ski areas. Tickets and value vouchers can be purchased online and redeemed at all participating ski resorts. Website: www.superskicard.com 
· SalzburgerLand boasts some of the world’s best ski instructors. The offerings of 130 skiing and snowboarding schools include versatile, multilingual course programmes for beginners, returning skiers and advanced participants, both on and off the slopes, in group settings or private lessons. Children as young as three years old are introduced to skiing through playful instruction. Website: www.sbssv.at 
· Annemarie Moser-Pröll, Hermann Maier and Marcel Hirscher are just a few of the legendary winter sports athletes produced by SalzburgerLand, a true breeding ground for talent spanning generations. The Salzburg Provincial Ski Association, in particular, is known for nurturing future Austrian ski athletes. Numerous schools, training facilities, excellent training conditions and visionary companies like Atomic, Skidata or Van Deer contribute to its reputation.


· Creeping quietly through the winter forest
In addition to the cheerful bustle of the busier winter sports resorts, peace seekers will find happiness in the nature. A special kind of winter experience is provided on guided torchlight hikes, excursions with National Park Rangers in the Rauriser Forest, wild animal feeding and lonely walks or romantic horse-drawn carriage rides. The whole family can also enjoy peaceful leisure activities such as ice skating, curling or snowshoe hiking. After all these outdoor activities, you can enjoy numerous Spa facilities in the hotel or in the six thermal baths and wellness oases in SalzburgerLand.
Fun is also had sledding on one of the 100 toboggan runs in SalzburgerLand with many of them being open in the evening thanks to floodlights. The toboggan run in the Wildkogel Arena is the world’s longest illuminated sledding track, stretching over 14 kilometres. Ice skating and curling are also cheerful leisure activities for the entire family. For those looking to embrace the latest trend, there’s even ice bathing to try out.

· Winter sports off the slopes
Kite ice skating, zorbing or exploring the winter landscape on a Segway, Nordic sports, biathlon or ski touring can be not only tried but practised under optimal conditions in many Salzburg winter resorts.

SalzburgerLand is an ice climbing paradise on natural ice: The “Eisarena Kolm Saigurn” in the Rauris Valley, part of the Hohe Tauern National Park, is one of the most rewarding ice climbing areas in SalzburgerLand and is known far beyond its borders. www.raurisertal.at

The extensive and versatile network of cross-country skiing trails covers over 2,000 kilometres across SalzburgerLand. It caters to all facets of Nordic sports, from classic cross-country skiing to skating and even laser biathlon. The trails include floodlit tracks as well as snow-sure high-altitude trails, such as the one on Rossbrand summit in Filzmoos. www.salzburgersportwelt.at

The Langlaufdorf Faistenau trail network near the city of Salzburg offers around 60 kilometres of excellently groomed skating and classic cross-country ski trails, a night trail, cross-country skiing schools, changing rooms with showers and free bus connections. www.langlaufdorf.at 

Ski touring has been rediscovered by many winter sports enthusiasts in recent years. Ski touring offers a fantastic natural experience for those who are confident in navigating the terrain and are familiar with alpine safety and rules of conduct. Beginners should seek the guidance of an experienced guide. For beginners, there are marked ski touring ascent routes on the Kitzsteinhorn Glacier, as well as ski touring practice trails in the Fuschlsee Region and Heutal in Salzburg Saalachtal. In Obertauern, there’s a guided ski tour to the Gnadenalm leisure centre, and in Zell am See-Kaprun, the Ronachkopf is SalzburgerLand’s first ski touring mountain. 

Well-being and relaxation in six spas and wellness areas
There are six modern spas and wellness areas in SalzburgerLand which means the ski slopes and pool are often just a stone’s throw away from each other. While some enjoy the rest and relaxation, others enjoy the luxury of the sauna, Turkish bath and body treatments. Water fans can romp around on giant slides, climbing walls and diving platforms. Floating in the warm water, you are rewarded with breath-taking views of strikingly white slopes and peaks which stand out in the clear night sky. The Salzburg Spa Land includes the Alpine Spa and the Rock Spa in the Gastein Valley, the Amadé Adventure Spa in the Salzburg Sports World, the Tauern Spa in Zell am See-Kaprun, the Aqua Salza in Golling and the Bad Vigaun Healing Spa. www.salzburgerthermen.at

Generations of Hosts
The accommodation in SalzburgerLand is just as varied as the holiday offers with more than 240,000 guest beds covering the entire range of guests’ wishes and expectations. Here, health seeking tourists feel just as at home as the sporty types, wellness lovers and families. The accommodation ranges from an idyllic farm to a modern Alpine village with cosy chalets, from family-run and unique wellness hotels up to small B&Bs, design apartments and cosy holiday apartments. In addition, you will find numerous accommodations here that specialise in catering to the preferences of specific target groups. Whether you are an active and health-conscious traveller, a family looking for the perfect getaway, a lover of organic produce, a foodie, a senior seeking relaxation or a guest travelling with dogs, you’ll discover accommodations tailored to your needs.

Nature Aparthotel Mariengut in Wagrain
From December 2024, Bettina Hagendorfer and Martin Kramer will be welcoming their guests to the exclusive Aparthotel in Wagrain and delighting them with high-quality furnished apartments, private spa, take-away restaurant and miniature horses. The hosts' vision is to combine hotel and apartment house. The result: vacation apartments with plenty of space and privacy, a fully equipped kitchen and maximum flexibility are complemented by typical hotel services such as breakfast, restaurant and hotel bar. A special highlight is the farm with miniature horse breeding. www.mariengut.at

**** Superior Hotel Berghof - St. Johann
The Rettenwender family has completely renovated Hotel Berghof and thereby created space for many new features: a breathtaking rooftop spa with infinity pool offering 360° panoramic views, exclusive luxury suites and a redesigned gourmet restaurant. From November 29, 2024, guests will be able to stay in the renovated 4-star superior hotel and experience warm service, relaxing wellness facilities and culinary highlights. www.hotel-berghof.com

· “Generation Winter” stands for sustainability

Sustainability, climate-friendliness and environmental protection play a major role in a winter holiday in SalzburgerLand. Numerous initiatives and efforts by towns, holiday regions and cable car companies aim to motivate guests to travel in an environmentally friendly way. Many regions and ski areas, such as Kitzsteinhorn & Schmitten in Zell am See-Kaprun, Saalfelden-Leogang, Snow Space Salzburg in Salzburger Sportwelt, Rauris High Mountain Lifts or Wagrain-Kleinarl, have already developed comprehensive packages and are considered pioneers in this field. These measures include the free use of local public transportation, sustainable slope management, energy-efficient snowmaking and national and international certifications like the Austrian Environmental Label.

· In the idyllic “Alpine Pearl” town of Werfenweng, sustainable holidays in harmony with nature are a top priority. Here, various eco-friendly options, including a fleet of environmentally friendly electric vehicles, offer maximum comfort and mobility.
· For those who maintain a very environmentally conscious lifestyle, SalzburgerLand likewise is the perfect destination. In the partner establishments of the Bio-Paradise SalzburgerLand group, great importance is placed on organic food and a sustainable way of life. Visit www.bioparadies.salzburgerland.com for more information.

· Via Culinaria – more than just a culinary phrase 
A thoroughly delicious offering hides behind the “Via Culinaria” - the ten taste trails which run right through SalzburgerLand include more than 350 gourmet addresses in very different areas. Coffee shops, Alpine huts, farmhouse cheese-makers, spirit distilleries, fisheries and award-winning restaurants can be found on the various “taste trails”. These include the “Culinary Pathway for Gourmets”, the “Culinary Pathway for Fish Fans”, the “Culinary Pathway for Meat Lovers”, the “Culinary Pathway for Cheese Freaks”, the “Culinary Pathway for Beer & Schnapps Aficionados”, the “Culinary Pathway for Sweet Tooths”, “the Culinary Pathway for Herb Lovers” and the “Culinary Pathway for Organic Fans”. In winter, the “Culinary Pathway for Ski Hut Fans” is especially recommended. 

Alpine cuisine is a fusion of tradition and reinterpretation: In SalzburgerLand, there are several chefs who have dedicated themselves to tradition, seasonality and regional ingredients. Alpine cuisine uses local ingredients to reflect SalzburgerLand and its uniqueness on the plate. It is a return to the authentic and good while leaving plenty of room for new ideas. A crucial aspect of Alpine cuisine is the close collaboration between regional farmers, producers and chefs. Visit www.alpine-kueche.com for more information.

· The magic of Christmas in Salzburg, the land of Silent Night 
In Salzburg, where the world-famous Christmas song “Silent Night! Holy Night!” was written, composed and first sung more than 200 years ago, Christmas is cherished above all else. Advent in the city and province of Salzburg is filled with Christmas markets, concerts, Advent singing and festive performances. Rural Alpine traditions blend with high culture in a festive setting: the first snowfall, visits from St. Nicholas and Krampus, a tour of the six Silent Night locations in SalzburgerLand and culinary delights from vanilla crescents to fruitcakes make the wait for Christmas all the more special. Visit www.stillenacht.com for more information.

· Music, tradition and Christmas markets in the city and the province 
Salzburg is a city of festivals, the birthplace of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the backdrop for The Sound of Music and, since 1997, also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Top attractions include the DomQuartier Salzburg, the Salzburg Museum, the Museum der Moderne Salzburg, the Mirabell Gardens, Mozart’s birthplace and residence and the Christmas markets during Advent. The baroque city is a harmonious blend of nature and architecture, art and culture as well as tradition and modernity in a compact space: delightfully small, intellectually rich, yet sophisticated. Those who immerse themselves in its vibrant atmosphere and take the time to enjoy a Melange (Austrian coffee drink) at one of its venerable coffee houses like Café Fürst, Café Bazar or Café Tomaselli will have savoured the city of Salzburg at its finest.

Salzburg hosts approximately 4,000 cultural events throughout the year, filling the calendar with high-calibre offerings. Many of these, such as the Winterfest Salzburg, Mozart Week at the end of January and early February and the famous Salzburg Easter Festival, take place during the winter months, allowing visitors to combine winter sports enjoyment on Salzburg’s slopes with all kinds of cultural delights. www.salzburg.info

For over 20 years, the Wolfgangseer Advent has been captivating visitors with traditional markets, extraordinary decorations and a particularly festive atmosphere in the towns of St. Wolfgang, Strobl and St. Gilgen. What makes it even more attractive is that visitors can use the WolfgangseeSchifffahrt service to travel from one market to another. In recent years, the offerings around Lake Wolfgang have been expanded. You can take the SchafbergBahn to the middle station of the prominent viewing mountain of the same name or ride the new cable car to the Zwölferhorn mountain. Even on the mountains, the Advent season is celebrated in anticipation of Christmas.
www.wolfgangseer-advent.at

The atmospheric Mountain Advent in Großarltal creates a conscious contrast to the hectic pre-Christmas rush. On the four Advent weekends, visitors can enjoy the mystique of the winter mountain world and the special atmosphere with a Nativity trail, Christmas forest, angel post office, Christkindl workshop, children’s cookie bakery, carolers and much more. www.salzburger-bergadvent.at 

“Christmas at 1,750 meters” promises the seven-kilometer-long Katschberger Advent Trail in the Salzburger Lungau holiday region. It’s one of the most romantic and atmospheric events of the pre-Christmas season in SalzburgerLand. You can hike up via the Gnome Path or take a horse-drawn carriage. In pristine nature, hay barns along the way await with music, Lungau cuisine and entertainment.
www.katschberger-adventweg.at 

· The top winter sports events for the 2024/25 season
· Gastein Classics on 15 December 2024 in Gastein
The classic cross-country skiing event featuring competitions in Switzerland, Sweden and South Tyrol.
· Final Jumping Event on 6 January 2025 in Bischofshofen
The annual finale of the international Four Hills Tournament
· AUDI FIS Ski World Cup Women’s Night Slalom on 14 January 2025 in Flachau 
The legendary night slalom for women, featuring two runs.
· Finals of the FIS Alpine Ski World Cup from 16 to 24 March 2024 in Saalbach-Hinterglemm
All disciplines, including slalom, giant slalom, super-G and downhill, for both women and men.
· The FIS Alpine Ski World Championships Saalbach 2025 will take place in Saalbach Hinterglemm from February 4 to 16, 2025. Tickets are available here: www.saalbach.com

For more information about SalzburgerLand and its exciting winter offerings, please visit www.salzburgerland.com.
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